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NOVENA IN HONOR OF SAINT JOSEPH 
on the 150th anniversary of the proclamation  

of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church 

 

 

Eighth Day | March 17 

 

SIGN OF THE CROSS 
 

 

PRAYER 

 
 Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,  

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.   

To you God entrusted his only Son;   

in you Mary placed her trust;   

with you Christ became man.   

Blessed Joseph, to us too,  

show yourself a father   

and guide us in the path of life.   

Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,   

and defend us from every evil. Amen. 

 

 

REFLECTION 

 
From the apostolic letter Patris corde of the Holy Father, Francis: 

A working father  

An aspect of Saint Joseph that has been emphasized from the time of the first social 

Encyclical, Pope Leo XIII’s Rerum Novarum, is his relation to work. Saint Joseph was a 

carpenter who earned an honest living to provide for his family. From him, Jesus 

learned the value, the dignity and the joy of what it means to eat bread that is the fruit 

of one’s own labour.  

In our own day, when employment has once more become a burning social issue, and 

unemployment at times reaches record levels even in nations that for decades have 

enjoyed a certain degree of prosperity, there is a renewed need to appreciate the 

importance of dignified work, of which Saint Joseph is an exemplary patron.  
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Work is a means of participating in the work of salvation, an opportunity to hasten the 

coming of the Kingdom, to develop our talents and abilities, and to put them at the 

service of society and fraternal communion. It becomes an opportunity for the 

fulfilment not only of oneself, but also of that primary cell of society which is the family. 

A family without work is particularly vulnerable to difficulties, tensions, estrangement 

and even break-up. How can we speak of human dignity without working to ensure 

that everyone is able to earn a decent living?  

Working persons, whatever their job may be, are cooperating with God himself, and in 

some way become creators of the world around us. The crisis of our time, which is 

economic, social, cultural and spiritual, can serve as a summons for all of us to 

rediscover the value, the importance and necessity of work for bringing about a new 

“normal” from which no one is excluded. Saint Joseph’s work reminds us that God 

himself, in becoming man, did not disdain work. The loss of employment that affects so 

many of our brothers and sisters, and has increased as a result of the Covid-19 

pandemic, should serve as a summons to review our priorities. Let us implore Saint 

Joseph the Worker to help us find ways to express our firm conviction that no young 

person, no person at all, no family should be without work!  

NOVENA PRAYER 

Saint Joseph, you are the faithful protector and intercessor of all who love and venerate you. 

You know that I have confidence in you and that, after Jesus and Mary, I come to you as an 

example for holiness, for you are especially close with God. Therefore, I humbly commend 

myself, with all who are dear to me and all that belong to me, to your intercession. I beg of you, 

by your love for Jesus and Mary, not to abandon me during life and to assist me at the hour of 

my death.  

Glorious Saint Joseph, spouse of the Immaculate Virgin, pray for me to have a pure, humble, 

charitable mind, and perfect resignation to the divine Will. Be my guide, my father, and my 

model through life that I may die as you did in the arms of Jesus and Mary.  

Loving Saint Joseph, faithful follower of Jesus Christ, I raise my heart to you to implore your 

powerful intercession in obtaining from the Divine Heart of Jesus all the graces necessary for 

my spiritual and temporal welfare, particularly the grace of a happy death, and the special 

grace I now implore: time for silent prayer  

Guardian of the Word Incarnate, I feel confident that your prayers on my behalf will be 

graciously heard before the throne of God. St. Joseph Most Just, Pray for us! Amen.   

SIGN OF THE CROSS 


